
Case 13L1908 Correspondence

Natrona County Sheriff's Office Case #13070817

Christina M. Buettner10/16/13Date : Analyst : Type :Contract Amendment

Met with Josh Stensaas from the Natrona County DA's office and Sean Ellis from Natrona Co. S.O. regarding DNA and serology 

analysis in the case.  Agency items 601D and 601E are top priority for DNA/serology analysis.  If it is not possible to do DNA and 

Serology on both items due to sample size, DNA can be done on 601D and Serology on 601E. They would also like a blood spatter 

assignment to be added to the suspect's coat (lab item 1) in addition to trace and biology.  Prelim is 10/24/13.  DNA results are not 

necessary prior to prelim.

Rodney Simmons10/17/13Date : Analyst : Type :Contract Amendment
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Sean Ellis

12:26 PM (40 minutes ago)

to me

Got it.

Thanks Rod

Sean Ellis

Investigator

Natrona County Sheriff's Office

201 N. David Street 2nd floor

Casper, Wyoming

307-235-9282-O

307-235-9252-F

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Rodney Simmons [mailto:rodney.simmons@wyo.gov] 

Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2013 12:25 PM

 To: Sean Ellis

 Subject: 13L1908 Trace Unit Examinations

Mr. Ellis,

Reference our Laboratory Case No.: 13L1908, I would like to summarize the decisions that were made as a result of our telephone 

conversation.  Numerous items were originally selected for Trace Unit Examinations.  I will eliminate those requests based on the 

details that we discussed and the forensic advice that I provided.  I will also add the bullet (Item 11) to our assignment.  As I indicated 

on the phone, if the shot was fired through the glass window of the vehicle, it is possible that we may be able to find glass fragments 

on the bullet.  However, it is also true that, even if such circumstances did exist, glass may no longer be present on the bullet at 

detectable levels.  Therefore it cannot be assumed that a lack of glass on the bullet would necessarily suggest that an impact event did 

not occur. 

Please review the following and advise if any changes are needed:

1.) Victim shirt - not examined by Trace Unit for primer residues (see explanation in point 2). Firearms distancing - you indicated has 

been requested for S. Norris (Firearms Unit).

2.) GSR - on other physical items - not examined due to the fact that there was a known firearm discharge event in proximity with the 

physical objects. Also, physical objects can have GSR residue from unrelated events. Hands and face of purported shooters are the 

best surfaces due to the assumption of typical hygiene practices.

3.) GSR - suspect hands and face - not examined due to the fact that the suspect has been identified as the shooter, and he did wash his 

hands and face prior to collection of GSR.

4.) GSR - on cotton swabs - not examined due to a variety of technical aspects.  Cotton swab collections were originally moistened 

and collected for possible blood.  Historical reference to cotton swab collections for GSR was    discussed.  I explained that collection 

was traditionally performed with an acid solution rather than water and that collection was performed in a manner that helped the 

examiner rule out possible environmental contributions (ubiquitous contamination vs. area specific deposits).  Also, this lab does not 

analyse cotton swabs for GSR , another laboratory would have to be found.
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5.) Glass - on victim - not examined due to the fact that the victim was laying in glass.  I indicated that our laboratory would not be 

able to determine how the glass was broken based on fragments found on the victim.  I suggested that perhaps the medical examiner 

could assess the appearance and distribution of the abrasions on the victim.

At this point the Trace Unit assignment will be modified to reflect the above which will leave one item for analysis  - the bullet (Item 

11) for the presence of glass.  I did not see any known glass samples.  If glass is found on the bullet and if you would like 

comparisons, please provide known glass samples.  If no known samples are provided, our laboratory will only be able to analyse for 

the presence of glass.

Thank you!

--

Rodney Simmons

Trace Unit Leader

Wyoming State Crime Laboratory

208 South College Drive

Cheyenne, Wyoming82002

Ph #: (307) 777-5795  Cell #: (307) 631-6815

email:  rodney.simmons@wyo.gov

Ella Kubicz10/21/13Date : Analyst : Type :Case Event

I was talking with josh Stensaas, Natrona County Attorney, regarding the time for the analysis requested form CH1. He stated, that 

right now the most important are assignments for FB and TR. CH1 assignments will be needed in two (2) months.

Jennifer L. Brammeier11/4/13Date : Analyst : Type :Case Event

I left a voice message for Michael Steinberg regarding preliminary results and to return my call regarding additional testing.

Jennifer L. Brammeier11/5/13Date : Analyst : Type :Contract Amendment

Shawn Ellis returned my call on behalf of Michael Steinberg. I talked about preliminary serology and DNA results. He would like the 

suspect's coat (Item 1) and deputy's uniform screened for blood and DNA analysis.

Steven Norris1/14/14Date : Analyst : Type :Case Event

Spoke with Sean Ellis.  There will be a motions hearing on February 26th.  He was inquiring as to the status of the FA's analysis.  I 

informed him that due to sequential processing, all the items were not yet fully available for me to begin working.  The bullet item 11 

is assigned to the Trace section to be examined for trace amounts of embedded glass.

Rodney Simmons1/23/14Date : Analyst : Type :Contract Amendment
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The following is a copy of an email with unnecessary blank lines removed:

Re: 13L1908 Trace Unit Examinations

Inbox

x

Sean Ellis

10:15 AM (1 hour ago)

to me

Thanks for the email, I am driving to Montana and can't talk. Trace will not be needed on the bullet. I think we are good to close that 

assignment out.

Thanks again 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 23, 2014, at 10:13 AM, "Rodney Simmons" <rodney.simmons@wyo.gov> wrote:

Sean,

I just wanted to touch base with you on this case.  I believe that Steve Norris discussed his findings with you regarding the bullet (Item 

11).  Will Trace Analysis still be needed for the bullet (Item 11)? We were assigned to look for possible embedded glass.

I will need permission to close the assignment if the exam is not needed.

Thank you!

On Thu, Oct 17, 2013 at 12:26 PM, Sean Ellis <sellis@natronacounty-wy.gov> wrote:

Got it.

Thanks Rod

Sean Ellis

Investigator

Natrona County Sheriff's Office

201 N. David Street 2nd floor

Casper, Wyoming

307-235-9282-O

307-235-9252-F

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Rodney Simmons [mailto:rodney.simmons@wyo.gov] 

Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2013 12:25 PM

 To: Sean Ellis

 Subject: 13L1908 Trace Unit Examinations
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Mr. Ellis,

Reference our Laboratory Case No.: 13L1908, I would like to summarize the decisions that were made as a result of our telephone 

conversation.  Numerous items were originally selected for Trace Unit Examinations.  I will eliminate those requests based on the 

details that we discussed and the forensic advice that I provided.  I will also add the bullet (Item 11) to our assignment.  As I indicated 

on the phone, if the shot was fired through the glass window of the vehicle, it is possible that we may be able to find glass fragments 

on the bullet.  However, it is also true that, even if such circumstances did exist, glass may no longer be present on the bullet at 

detectable levels.  Therefore it cannot be assumed that a lack of glass on the bullet would necessarily suggest that an impact event did 

not occur.

Please review the following and advise if any changes are needed:

1.) Victim shirt - not examined by Trace Unit for primer residues (see explanation in point 2). Firearms distancing - you indicated has 

been requested for S. Norris (Firearms Unit).

2.) GSR - on other physical items - not examined due to the fact that there was a known firearm discharge event in proximity with the 

physical objects. Also, physical objects can have GSR residue from unrelated events. Hands and face of purported shooters are the 

best surfaces due to the assumption of typical hygiene practices.

3.) GSR - suspect hands and face - not examined due to the fact that the suspect has been identified as the shooter, and he did wash his 

hands and face prior to collection of GSR.

4.) GSR - on cotton swabs - not examined due to a variety of technical aspects.  Cotton swab collections were originally moistened 

and collected for possible blood.  Historical reference to cotton swab collections for GSR was    discussed.  I explained that collection 

was traditionally performed with an acid solution rather than water and that collection was performed in a manner that helped the 

examiner rule out possible environmental contributions (ubiquitous contamination vs. area specific deposits).  Also, this lab does not 

analyse cotton swabs for GSR , another laboratory would have to be found.

5.) Glass - on victim - not examined due to the fact that the victim was laying in glass.  I indicated that our laboratory would not be 

able to determine how the glass was broken based on fragments found on the victim.  I suggested that perhaps the medical examiner 

could assess the appearance and distribution of the abrasions on the victim.

At this point the Trace Unit assignment will be modified to reflect the above which will leave one item for analysis  - the bullet (Item 

11) for the presence of glass.  I did not see any known glass samples.  If glass is found on the bullet and if you would like 

comparisons, please provide known glass samples.  If no known samples are provided, our laboratory will only be able to analyse for 

the presence of glass.

Thank you!

--

Rodney Simmons

Trace Unit Leader

Wyoming State Crime Laboratory

208 South College Drive

Cheyenne, Wyoming82002

Ph #: (307) 777-5795  Cell #: (307) 631-6815
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email:  rodney.simmons@wyo.gov

 

 E-Mail to and from me, in connection with the transaction  of public business, is subject to the Wyoming Public Records Act and may 

be disclosed to third parties.

-- 

Rodney Simmons

Trace Unit Leader

Wyoming State Crime Laboratory

208 South College Drive

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002

 

Ph #: (307) 777-5795  Cell #: (307) 631-6815

email:  rodney.simmons@wyo.gov

 

 E-Mail to and from me, in connection with the transaction 

of public business, is subject to the Wyoming Public Records 

Act and may be disclosed to third parties.

Steven Norris2/7/14Date : Analyst : Type :Contract Amendment

Per conversation with Ellis:

Item 13,14 - Functionality and ID with accompanying fired cartridge case (item 13).

Item 11 - Identification with Item 13 pistol

Item 24 - DD/GSR

Rodney Simmons2/14/14Date : Analyst : Type :Case Event
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The following is a copy of an email with unnecessary blank lines removed:

Re: 13L1908 Trace Unit Examinations

Inbox

x

Sean Ellis

Feb 11 (3 days ago)

to me

Rod,

Thanks for the reply. I'm out of the office this afternoon. Will be back in the morning. I will run your email by the attorney and see 

what his feelings are.

Thanks

Sean Ellis

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 11, 2014, at 1:45 PM, "Rodney Simmons" <rodney.simmons@wyo.gov> wrote:

Hello,

Just to make sure that we are on the same page -

I believe that you were trying to determine if the bullet went through the glass or not.

you said - " I understand from previous conversation you and I have had, there will be GSR on the glass because we know the gun was 

fired from inside the vehicle."

I said -

2.) GSR - on other physical items - not examined due to the fact that there was a known firearm discharge event in proximity with the 

physical objects. Also, physical objects can have GSR residue from unrelated events. Hands and face of purported shooters are the 

best surfaces due to the assumption of typical hygiene practices.

 

So - if you have established the fact that there was a firearm discharge event in the vehicle, then I would maintain that GSR could 

reside on the glass as a result of the discharge - regardless of whether or not the bullet ever traveled through the glass. Even if the glass 

is broken prior to discharge and falls to the ground just outside the vehicle , then if the firearm is discharged through the window area, 

we could still expect that residue may settle onto the glass. However, the absence of residue detected would not necessarily confirm 

anything either.

Again, there are many variables. I would be happy to talk to you about this or to speak with the expert that they have hired. If we need 

to perform the analysis, we certainly can.

Rodney Simmons

Trace Unit Leader

Wyoming State Crime Laboratory

208 South College Drive

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002

Ph #: (307) 777-5795 Cell #: (307) 631-6815

email: rodney.simmons@wyo.gov
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On Tue, Feb 11, 2014 at 10:51 AM, Sean Ellis <sellis@natronacounty-wy.gov> wrote:

Morning,

We are thinking about sending some vehicle glass down to be tested for GSR.  The reason is….The DA’s Office hired an expert 

witness who has requested that test be preformed.  I understand from previous conversation you and I have had, there will be GSR on 

the glass because we know the gun was fired from inside the vehicle.

Thoughts on this issue.

Sean Ellis

Investigator

Natrona County Sheriff's Office

201 N. David Street 2nd floor

Casper, Wyoming

307-235-9282-O

307-235-9252-F

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Rodney Simmons [mailto:rodney.simmons@wyo.gov] 

Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2013 12:25 PM

 To: Sean Ellis

 Subject: 13L1908 Trace Unit Examinations

Mr. Ellis,

Reference our Laboratory Case No.: 13L1908, I would like to summarize the decisions that were made as a result of our telephone 

conversation.  Numerous items were originally selected for Trace Unit Examinations.  I will eliminate those requests based on the 

details that we discussed and the forensic advice that I provided.  I will also add the bullet (Item 11) to our assignment.  As I indicated 

on the phone, if the shot was fired through the glass window of the vehicle, it is possible that we may be able to find glass fragments 

on the bullet.  However, it is also true that, even if such circumstances did exist, glass may no longer be present on the bullet at 

detectable levels.  Therefore it cannot be assumed that a lack of glass on the bullet would necessarily suggest that an impact event did 

not occur.

Please review the following and advise if any changes are needed:

1.) Victim shirt - not examined by Trace Unit for primer residues (see explanation in point 2). Firearms distancing - you indicated has 

been requested for S. Norris (FirearmsUnit).

2.) GSR - on other physical items - not examined due to the fact that there was a known firearm discharge event in proximity with the 

physical objects. Also, physical objects can have GSR residue from unrelated events. Hands and face of purported shooters are the 

best surfaces due to the assumption of typical hygiene practices.

3.) GSR - suspect hands and face - not examined due to the fact that the suspect has been identified as the shooter, and he did wash his 

hands and face prior to collection of GSR.
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4.) GSR - on cotton swabs - not examined due to a variety of technical aspects.  Cotton swab collections were originally moistened 

and collected for possible blood.  Historical reference to cotton swab collections for GSR was    discussed.  I explained that collection 

was traditionally performed with an acid solution rather than water and that collection was performed in a manner that helped the 

examiner rule out possible environmental contributions (ubiquitous contamination vs. area specific deposits).  Also, this lab does not 

analyse cotton swabs for GSR , another laboratory would have to be found.

5.) Glass - on victim - not examined due to the fact that the victim was laying in glass.  I indicated that our laboratory would not be 

able to determine how the glass was broken based on fragments found on the victim.  I suggested that perhaps the medical examiner 

could assess the appearance and distribution of the abrasions on the victim.

At this point the Trace Unit assignment will be modified to reflect the above which will leave one item for analysis  - the bullet (Item 

11) for the presence of glass.  I did not see any known glass samples.  If glass is found on the bullet and if you would like 

comparisons, please provide known glass samples.  If no known samples are provided, our laboratory will only be able to analyze for 

the presence of glass.

Thank you!

--

Rodney Simmons

Trace Unit Leader

Wyoming State Crime Laboratory

208 South College Drive

Cheyenne, Wyoming82002

Ph #: (307) 777-5795  Cell #: (307) 631-6815

email:  rodney.simmons@wyo.gov

 

E-Mail to and from me, in connection with the transaction  of public business, is subject to the Wyoming Public Records Act and may 

be disclosed to third parties.

-- 

Rodney Simmons

Trace Unit Leader

Wyoming State Crime Laboratory

208 South College Drive

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002

 

Ph #: (307) 777-5795  Cell #: (307) 631-6815

email:  rodney.simmons@wyo.gov

E-Mail to and from me, in connection with the transaction 

of public business, is subject to the Wyoming Public Records 

Act and may be disclosed to third parties.

Jennifer L. Brammeier4/17/14Date : Analyst : Type :Contract Amendment
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Josh Stensaas called to let me know that the trial has been continued but the deadline for testing to be complete has not. The judge 

stated that if testing was not complete in the next few weeks that the items would not be admissible. I let Mr. Stensaas know that we 

would expedite the testing. I sent him a case items list so that he could review it and let me know what samples were necessary for 

DNA testing.

Rodney Simmons4/17/14Date : Analyst : Type :Case Event

Copy of email content:

13L1908

Rodney Simmons <rodney.simmons@wyo.gov>

3:49 PM (2 minutes ago)

to Josh

Mr. Stensaas,

I would like to summarize what we discussed on the phone today, regarding the evidence in this case:

Please review and verify.

 

I explained that Primer Residue Analysis on articles clothing is possible but generally not as useful as the hands and face . Skin 

surfaces such as the hands and face are typically cleaned more frequently than clothing which makes the association with a particular 

event or time frame more meaningful.

I also explained that the glass samples collected at the scene and from the floorboard may have little value in terms of assessing if the 

particle population on the exterior surfaces is different from those on the interior surfaces due to the fact that the glass samples may 

not have been packaged in a manner that would limit particle migration.

I suggested that sampling intact surfaces still maintained in a static condition on interior and exterior surface areas of concern would 

lead to a more accurate assessment of particle populations.

We agreed that you would submit the samples collected from a door post and that you would have additional samples collected and 

submitted from the interior and exterior surfaces of the broken window.

You requested results as soon as possible due to an imminent discovery date

--

Rodney Simmons

Trace Unit Leader

Wyoming State Crime Laboratory

208 South College Drive

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002

 

Ph #: (307) 777-5795  Cell #: (307) 631-6815

email:  rodney.simmons@wyo.gov

Jennifer L. Brammeier4/23/14Date : Analyst : Type :Contract Amendment
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Josh Stensaas returned my call regarding what samples to test for DNA at this point. He would like me to test the officer's uniform 

shirt, the suspect’s jacket and Items 22, 27, 28, 29 and 32. If any of these items need a depletion order he does not want me to go 

forward with them. He asked if there had been any blood spatter performed on the suspect’s pants and I said I would have Leah give 

him a call. He also had some questions regarding GSR and the suspects hand swabs. He stated he would call Rod Simmons with those 

questions.

Leah Innocci4/24/14Date : Analyst : Type :Contract Amendment

Josh Stensaas has requested BPA on the suspect's pants (Item 3). Below is an email exchange from today with signatures and repeated 

text omitted:

Leah Innocci <leah.innocci@wyo.gov> Thu, Apr 24, 2014 at 8:01 AM

To: Josh Stensaas <josh.stensaas@wyo.gov>

Mr. Stensaas,

Jennifer Brammeier said you needed to speak with me concerning bloodstain analysis on the suspect's pants. I am training this 

morning but i will be available this afternoon. If you could please send your phone number I will call or you can call me at 

3307-287-9052.

Thanks,

Leah

-- 

Josh Stensaas <josh.stensaas@wyo.gov> Thu, Apr 24, 2014 at 11:54 AM

To: Leah Innocci <leah.innocci@wyo.gov>

Leah,

If you could do bloodstain analysis on the suspects pants (your item # 3) I would appreciate it. If there is any issue with this please let 

me know. 

-- 

Josh,

I guess my only problem is the time limitation. I would need another 3 weeks to complete this analysis. If that is ok, let me know and I 

will get started as soon as possible.

--

Josh Stensaas <josh.stensaas@wyo.gov> Thu, Apr 24, 2014 at 1:30 PM

To: Leah Innocci <leah.innocci@wyo.gov>

If we can get it done within 3-4 weeks that would be great

-- 

Leah Innocci <leah.innocci@wyo.gov> Thu, Apr 24, 2014 at 1:48 PM

To: Josh Stensaas <josh.stensaas@wyo.gov>

Ok, I will add the analysis.

Jennifer L. Brammeier4/24/14Date : Analyst : Type :Case Event
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Correspondence with Josh Stensaas regarding what items to test for DNA:

Josh Stensaas

1:10 PM (2 hours ago)

to me

Jennifer,

Per our last conversation you were going to run DNA on the suspects coat (item #1), the uniform (item #8), victims fingernail 

scrapings (item #22) and potential blood swabs (item #s 27, 28, 29, and 32 as you already tested # 30 and 31).  Additionally, the other 

items that you have that I would like tested are swab of suspects left hand (item #4) and Unknown hair from suspect vehicle (item 

#16).  Thank you for all of your help. If you have any questions please feel free to call me.   

Jennifer Brammeier <jennifer.brammeier@wyo.gov> 

1:37 PM (2 hours ago)

to Josh

Good afternoon,

 

The only issue I see is with the hair (Item 16). The trace unit will need to first examine the hair to determine if it is human and if it has 

a root for DNA. If it is human and if it has a root the sample will be depleted requiring a depletion order. Roots are so small that we 

have to use the entire amount of sample. Do you still want to proceed with the hair? Thanks.

JB

Josh Stensaas

3:17 PM (24 minutes ago)

to me

We will hold off on testing the hair.  Thank you for letting me know.

Jennifer L. Brammeier4/27/14Date : Analyst : Type :Contract Amendment
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I spoke with Josh Merseal on Friday afternoon regarding preliminary serology results. He requested 2 additional items on the suspects 

jacket that will require a depletion order. I sent the following email.

Brammeier <jennifer.brammeier@wyo.gov> 

7:39 AM (26 minutes ago)

to Joshua

Good morning,

I have attached the sample depletion authorization that we have here at the lab. I addedthe specific item numbers that I will be 

depleting on the suspects jacket. I will be depleting 2 items. One (1) from the right arm and one (1) from the shoulder. These samples 

are microscopic so there is no way to avoid depleting them. Once I receive the depletion letter I will proceed with the following items 

per our previous conversation. 

Item 1.5 - Cutout from grey jacket - LI4 (right arm) DEPLETION

Item 1.7 - Cutout from grey jacket - LI6 (shoulder) DEPLETION

Item 1.10 - Cutout from grey jacket - LI9

Item 4 - Swab of suspects left hand

 

Item 8.1 - Swabs from deputy uniform shirt

Item 22.1 - Victim fingernail scraping - right hand

Item 22.3 Victim fingernail scraping - left hand

Thanks!

Jennifer L. Brammeier4/27/14Date : Analyst : Type :Case Event

Correction to last case event. I spoke and sent the email to Josh Stensaas and not Josh Merseal.

Rodney Simmons5/1/14Date : Analyst : Type :Contract Amendment
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Below are copies of emails related to this case:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email # 1

RE: Items for testing

1 message

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sean Ellis <sellis@natronacounty-wy.gov>

Mon, Apr 28, 2014 at 11:50 AM

To: Rodney Simmons <rodney.simmons@wyo.gov>

Cc: "josh.stensaas@wyo.gov" <josh.stensaas@wyo.gov>

I will confirm with Josh, but no matter how the testing is done, for the purpose of trial, we need to show we tested/attempted to test the 

swab.  While I wait for confirmation from Josh, could you please provide the information for the private laboratory.

 

The defense has not raised question with the fact the suspect was accused of firing the gun, but the issue still remains it is my job to  

have evidence to support the probable cause affidavit which was filed.

 

Sean Ellis

Investigator

Natrona County Sheriff's Office

201 N. David Street 2nd floor

Casper, Wyoming

307-235-9282-O

307-235-9252-F

From: Rodney Simmons [mailto:rodney.simmons@wyo.gov] 

Sent: Monday, April 28, 2014 11:44 AM

 To: Sean Ellis

 Cc: josh.stensaas@wyo.gov

 Subject: Re: Items for testing

I would like to recommend that we proceed with only Item 18 (GSR kit driver’s side suspect vehicle).

Based on what you have said, I would assume that Item 5 is a cotton swab that was used to collect possible blood from the hand. Our 

current protocols are designed for use with adhesive lift stubs. Cotton swabs were used to facilitate the collection of GSR as part of the 

bulk analysis method used at this laboratory many years ago; however, these swabs were maintained in contamination free vials prior 

to and subsequent to use in a specific event. Control swabs were also used. A specific solution of 5% nitric acid was used for 

collection, and the stubs were then subjected to a very specific protocol for digestion in order to remove the particles from the cotton 

matrix for analysis using Atomic Absorption Spectroscopy. We have replaced this method with a particle analysis method using an 

SEM EDS.

Item 5 was collected for entirely different purposes, and was therefore not likely subjected to the same rigorous protocols. I can find 
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and recommend a private laboratory that may be able to perform the analysis in a manner consistent with the analytical protocols 

described above, however, that would still leave the collection and preservation techniques in question.

Please advise me as to how you would like me to proceed.

Rodney Simmons

Trace Unit Leader

Wyoming State Crime Laboratory

208 South College Drive

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002

Ph #: (307) 777-5795 Cell #: (307) 631-6815

email: rodney.simmons@wyo.gov

On Thu, Apr 24, 2014 at 12:14 PM, Sean Ellis <sellis@natronacounty-wy.gov> wrote:

Lab Case 13L1908

Rodney,

 

Josh and I just had a conversation about additional testing, and this is how we would like to move forward

Could you please test Lab Item #5 (swab suspect’s right hand) and Lab Item #18 (GSR kit driver’s side suspect vehicle) for gunshot 

residue please

 

                Item #5 was originally taken as a DNA swab when this case was believed to a stabbing.  But I would like it tested for GSR

 

Josh and I spoke about taken swabs of the glass which could possibly still be stuck in the door jam.  At this time, we are not going to 

take those swaps, because of how the window was covered for transport on the wrecker.

 

                Any questions, please feel free to contact me. Also, I am coming to the lab on Monday April 28, 2014 for a unrelated case, 

and if needed could meet.

 

Sean Ellis

Investigator

Natrona County Sheriff's Office

201 N. David Street 2nd floor

Casper, Wyoming

307-235-9282-O

307-235-9252-F

-- 

Rodney Simmons

Trace Unit Leader

Wyoming State Crime Laboratory

208 South College Drive

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002

Ph #: (307) 777-5795  Cell #: (307) 631-6815

email:  rodney.simmons@wyo.gov
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   E-Mail to and from me, in connection with the transaction  of public business, is subject to the Wyoming Public Records  Act and 

may be disclosed to third parties.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email # 2

Testing

1 message

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sean Ellis <sellis@natronacounty-wy.gov>

Tue, Apr 29, 2014 at 8:50 AM

To: "Rodney Simmons (rodney.simmons@wyo.gov)" <rodney.simmons@wyo.gov>

Rod,

 

I spoke with Josh, and he would like to proceed with at least attempting to test the swabs.  We both understand the possible outcome.

 

Thanks

 

Sean Ellis

Investigator

Natrona County Sheriff's Office

201 N. David Street 2nd floor

Casper, Wyoming

307-235-9282-O

307-235-9252-F

Rodney Simmons5/2/14Date : Analyst : Type :Case Event

I spoke with Josh Stensaas, and he indicated that court is set for September 22, 2014; however, he said that the judge has indicated 

that all of the examinations need to be completed as soon as possible. Josh is still requesting expedite status for laboratory exams.

Jennifer L. Brammeier5/5/14Date : Analyst : Type :Contract Amendment
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Case 13L1908 Correspondence

Natrona County Sheriff's Office Case #13070817

Email with depeletion order attached recieved from Tiffany Johnson.

Tiffany Johnson <tiffany.johnson@wyo.gov> 

Apr 30 (5 days ago)

to me

Ms. Brammeier:

 I am attaching the signed Depletion Authorization letter in the above-referenced case signed by Joshua D. Stensaas.  If you need the 

original for your file, please advise and I will try to get it in the mail today.

-- 

Tiffany Payne

Business Office Coordinator I

7th Judicial District Attorney's Office

201 N. David, 4th Floor

Casper, WY 82601

(307) 235-9223

 E-Mail to and from me, in connection with the transaction 

of public business, is subject to the Wyoming Public Records 

Act and may be disclosed to third parties.

 WSCL DEPLETION AUTHORIZATION LETTER.pdf

Jennifer L. Brammeier5/7/14Date : Analyst : Type :Case Event

Clarification to the 4/27 contract amendment. Josh Stensaas requested one spot from the shoulder of item 1 and one spot from the 

right arm. He left what items to sample at my discretion. He did approve and sign depletion order for the 2 samples I selected which 

were items 1.5 and 1.7 based on size and PH + results from Leah Innocci.

Jennifer L. Brammeier5/7/14Date : Analyst : Type :Case Event

I emailed Josh Stensaas a copy of the DNA report dated 5/7/14. I also left a message for Detective Sean Ellis to let him know that the 

report was available to him in the LIMS system.

Jennifer L. Brammeier5/9/14Date : Analyst : Type :Contract Amendment

Josh Stensaas called to speak with me about the DNA results. He stated he may be sending in a reference sample from the deputy at 

the scene for comparisons. He requested a discovery packet be sent to his attention.

Leah Innocci5/22/14Date : Analyst : Type :Case Event

According to Josh Stensaas, the suspect was not bleeding at the time of arrest.

Jennifer L. Brammeier8/15/14Date : Analyst : Type :Case Event

Subpoenas received for Jennifer Brammeier, Amanda Heeren, Steve Norris and Leah Innocci. I placed the subpoenas in each 

individual analysts box or office chair. Brammeier subpoena will be scanned in as an administrative document.
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Case 13L1908 Correspondence

Natrona County Sheriff's Office Case #13070817

Jennifer L. Brammeier8/22/14Date : Analyst : Type :Contract Amendment

email received.

Rhonda Jones <rhonda.jones@wyo.gov>

2:43 PM (4 minutes ago)

to Ben, davisc, me, Callen, Amanda, Mike, Steven, Leah, John, John

The District Court jury trial for John Henry Knospler has been continued. Thank you all for you help and I will be contacting you at a 

later date for the setting. If you have a meeting set in the case please disregard at this time. 

 THANK YOU!

--

*Rhonda Jones*

 *District Attorney's Office *

*Victim Witness Unit*

*201 North David 4th Floor*

 *rhonda.jones@wyo.gov* <rhonda.jones@wyo.gov>

 *307-235-9388*

Leah Innocci9/12/14Date : Analyst : Type :Case Event

I left a message with Josh Stensaas to call me. I also sent the following email today:

Mr. Stensaas,

I have had to amend my bloodstain analysis report for this case. My conclusions are the same, but some of my wording had to be 

changed to meet accreditation requirements. This means my old laboratory report for this case (the one I sent in the discovery packet 

awhile back) is no longer valid.

Would you like me to send another full discovery packet, or would you like me to send just the valid amended report?

If you have any questions I can be reached at 307.287.9052. This is my cell phone and I am available 24/7.

Thank you,

Leah

Leah Innocci9/16/14Date : Analyst : Type :Case Event

I spoke with Josh Stensaas today. He informed me that he is no longer involved with the case.

He asked that I send a copy of my amended bloodstain report to Mike Blonigen. He asked that I also send some type of explanation 

with the amended report so it didn't arrive "in a vacuum."

I will send the case events from this case as an explanation.
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